
PESTICIDE APPLICATION DISTANCES IN FOREST AREAS AND ROAD, RAILWAY OR POWER CORRIDORS 
Application 

Holders of permits and certificates and forest managers using Class 3 pesticides 

Target for protection 

Storage1 

 
Class 1, Class 2 

and Class 3 
pesticides 

 
 

Preparation 

Holders of permits and 
certificates, as well as 

forest managers using Class 
3 pesticides  

 

Ground 
  By aircraft 

Watercourses or bodies of 
water 

30 m 
 

 

30 m 
 

3 m 
Except for application on: 

• the ballast of a railway line if there is a windbreak 
• dikes and dams 
• wooden poles 

 
Road, railway and power corridors: 30 m 
Except for these applications: 

• injection in a tree: 3 m 
• Chondrostereum purpureum on a stump: 3 m 
• foliar application of glyphosate with a knapsack or with a 

ramp-type sprayer: 10 m 
• glyphosate or triclopyr on a stump: 15 m 
• basal application of triclopyr on a tree or shrub: 15 m 
• ballast with windbreak, wooden poles: 0 m 

 

Forest environment or for non-agricultural purposes 
 
 Application of a phytocide if the height of the application apparatus from the 

ground is: 
• < 5 m: 30 m 
• ≥ 5 m: 60 m 
• Except dikes and dams 

 
Note: Intermittent watercourses are excluded. 
 
 

Catchment works: 
• bottled water 
• operating capacity 

>75 m3/day 
(waterworks supply) 

100 m 
 

 

100 m 
 

 

100 m 
 

100 m 

Other catchment works: 
• Surface water for 

human consumption 
• Ground water for any 

use 

30 m 
 

 

30 m 
 

 

30 m 
 

 Except railway ballast if there is a windbreak 
 

30 m 
 

 Except if the facility supplies a building serving as a dwelling, situated in a 
forest area and inhabited on an occasional basis (e.g. summer cottage). 

Protected immovables 
 
Note: a protected 
immovable is not targeted 
when work is being 
carried out by a resident 
owner or producer. 

  Road, railway and power corridors: 30 m 
Except these applications:  

• ballast of a railway line if there is a windbreak, wooden 
poles: 0 m 

• injection in a tree: 0 m 
• Chondrostereum purpureum on a stump: 0 m 
• pesticide other than Chondrostereum purpureum on a 

stump: 3 m 
• basal application on a tree and shrub: 3 m 
• foliar application with a knapsack or with a ramp-type 

sprayer: 10 m 
 

Forest environment or for non-agricultural purposes:  
 
 Application of a phytocide if the height of the application apparatus from the 

ground is: 
• < 5 m: 30 m 
• ≥ 5 m: 60 m 
• Except for dikes and dams 

 Application of B.t.k.: width of one treatment flight lane of an aircraft 
 
 



PESTICIDE APPLICATION DISTANCES IN FOREST AREAS AND ROAD, RAILWAY OR POWER CORRIDORS 
Application 

Holders of permits and certificates and forest managers using Class 3 pesticides 

Target for protection 

Storage1 

 
Class 1, Class 2 

and Class 3 
pesticides 

 
 

Preparation 

Holders of permits and 
certificates, as well as 

forest managers using Class 
3 pesticides  

 

Ground 
  By aircraft 

Air-blast or pneumatic spray equipment: 
 According to the direction of the spray: 

• facing away from the immovable: 20 m 
• facing the immovable: 30 m 

(In force April 2008) 
1 : Storage premises existing on April 3, 2003: containment works required for April 3, 2005 failing which these distances must be respected. 


