
Direction 1:  Inform, make aware, educate, innovate

	 Objective 1. 	 Make people increasingly aware of the sustainable development concept and principles. Promote 
knowledge and experience sharing in this area and assimilate the knowledge and know-how facilitating 
its implementation. 

	 Objective 2.	 Create and periodically update Québec’s sustainable development profile. 

Objective 3.	 Support research and new practices and technologies contributing to sustainable development and 
maximizing its spinoffs in Québec. 

The essential activity for this direction will be the adoption and implementation of a government awareness and training plan 
intended for personnel of the administration. It will also include measures for Québec society, to ensure among other things that 
sustainable development awareness raising and education is available to children and youth.

Direction 2:  Reduce and manage risks to improve health, safety and the environment
	Objective 4.		 Continue developing and promoting a culture of prevention and define conditions that are beneficial 

for health, safety and the environment. 

	Objective 5.	 	 Better prepare communities to face events that could harm their health and safety and to attenuate the 
consequences.

A vision: 
“A society in which the citizen’s quality of life is, and remains a reality. A responsible, innovative society able to excel in all of 
its achievements. A society based on harmony between economic vitality, environmental quality and social equity. A society 
inspired by a government whose leadership inspires and guides towards this vision.”

Government Sustainable Development Strategy 2008-2013
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“A Collective  
Commitment”

For more information:
www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca (sustainable development section)

Nine strategic directions and three priorities:
By establishing three priority strategic directions (1,3 and 6), each involving an essential activity, the government aims to quickly 
put a large number of departments and agencies to work with a view to reaching objectives with required precise and measurable 
results. The Québec government is thus choosing concrete means for assuring coherency, leadership and efficiency in its sustainable 
development approach.

Three fundamental issues:
Develop knowledge 
Promote responsible action 
Foster commitment



Direction 3:  Produce and consume responsibly

Objective 6.	 Apply environmental management measures and an ecoresponsible procurement policy within government 
departments and agencies.  

Objective 7.	 Promote reduction in the amount of energy, natural resources and materials used to produce and market 
goods and services. 

Objective 8.	 Increase the share of renewable energies with less environmental impact (biofuels, biogas, biomass, 
solar energy, wind energy, geothermics, hydro-electricity, etc.) in Québec’s energy consumption.    

Objective 9.	 Apply more ecoconditionality and social accountability in public assistance programs and encourage their 
implementation in financial institutions’ programs. 

Objective 10.	 Provide the reference points required to make enlightened, responsible consumer choices and, if applicable, 
promote goods and services certification. 

The essential activity for this direction will be the adoption and implementation of a policy for ecoresponsible government 
designed to quickly rally the administration around common actions and concrete practices for environmental management 
and ecoresponsible acquisition.

Direction 4:  Increase economic efficiency
Objective 11.	 Increasingly reveal the externalities associated with goods and services production and consumption. 
Objective 12.	 Promote recourse to economic, fiscal and non-fiscal incentives so that goods and services production and 

consumption reflect sustainable development imperatives.

Direction 5:  Address demographic changes
	Objective 13.	 Improve the demographic profile of Québec and its regions. 
	Objective 14.	 Focus on family life and facilitate conciliation of work, school and personal life. 
	Objective 15.	 Increase standard of living.  
	Objective 16.	 Increase productivity and quality of jobs using measures that are ecologically and socially responsible. 
	Objective 17.	 Keep public finances healthy for the generations to come.   

Direction 6:  Practice integrated, sustainable land use and development

Objective 18.	 Integrate the imperatives of sustainable development in strategies and, in regional and local design and 
development plans. 

Objective 19.	 Strengthen the viability and resilience of urban, rural or territorial communities and native communities.
Objective 20.	 Ensure fair and efficient access to basic services according to regional and local realities.

The essential activity for this direction will be the implementation of a government action plan to guide and counsel public 
players and businesses that support the territorial dynamics, such as the health and social services networks, schools and 
municipalities. 

Direction 7:  Preserve and share the collective heritage
	Objective 21.	 Strengthen conservation and development of the cultural and scientific heritage. 
	Objective 22.	 Ensure the protection and development of the natural heritage and resources in Keeping with the support 

capacity of ecosystems. 
	Objective 23.	 Step up cooperation among national and international partners on integrated sustainable development 

projects.

Direction 8:  Promote social involvement
Objective 24.	 Increase citizens’ involvement in their community. 
Objective 25.	 Increase consideration for the concerns of citizens in decisions. 

Direction 9:  Prevent and reduce social and economic inequality
Objective 26.	 Prevent and fight poverty and social exclusion. 
Objective 27.	 Increase schooling, number of graduates and the population’s qualification. 
Objective 28.	 Increase participation in ongoing training activities and manpower qualification. 
Objective 29.	 Support initiatives of the social economy sector aimed at the sustainable integration of people outside the 

job market.
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